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2 mp - TH E Grave is mine Hou uſe.” 
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„ cred Seriptures —__ Hows Tg” Periods 
in Man's Exiſtence. Tbe firſt is the Time of 
the Continuance of Soul and Body in a State 
of Union with each other: the ſecond, is the 
Time of their Separation, whilſt the Body 

nes fl * in the cold Arms of Death, and : whilſt the 

Soul A takew Wing, is lodg'd in the World of un- 

bodied 1 in a Region which we have but very im- 

onceptions of: And the laft commences at the 
eſurrection * the Body, when thoſe ancient Partners, 
the Soul and Body, ſo long 51 LY: Death, are re- 
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| united” and Kiter for Immortality. | „ 
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Tas che ſecond of theſe Periods,” which Holy Jah in 


_ the? Bitterneſs of his Soul, is amn at, in 3 | 


* 


Houſe. * Was the House ee for Job, . com- 
mon -Houfe for him and all * * 7 be Grave . 


mn f. 4 


As the Expreſſion is 9s 


of the 
; naturally ſuggeſted thereby. 


T4 — in doing this I ſhall | n 
L [. Say ſomething of the Inhabirant © this va” 


II. Something of the Refowblonce of this Houſe, the 
Grave, to a Houſe in it's proper Senſe. _ 


II. Shew bnedbing” of the Duty, and Advantage of 
ene the 199 of Death, Aud 


"Iv. Apply t theſe Thoughts » while v we turn our 1 55 


1 The Furt 1 then, which bee FI our ede 5 
cation, is the Inbabitant of this Houſe, e F or this | Houls; T6 


is not to be conſider*d without the e 


the Inhabitant of this Houſe, is but che earth Fart, of, 1 
Man, which while in it's firſt State of Exiſtence, is 


actuated by a Soul, and in its Reference to the, 5 is 
ne eh, call'd a a Houle, an FUG Tal 
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rical, ſo the general. De- 1 
fign of the following Diſcourſe, is to ſhew the Aptneſs 
r, and point out a few Thilgs which Are 
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al: made out vf ce Earth. But r he 


ba Io yon ode konne in bicatt d into” ir "the: 


Beuth of Life F aud probably gave ſuch 4 Balance "ro, 
the Humburs of the Body; as eo fake it immortab. had 

that Ballance deen maintain d. But Man eat of the 
Fruit, concerning g which, the LORD 60 hatt ſaid, 


Thou fhalt not eat; Int ſo became à dying Man. — 


Whether there was ſome poiſonous Quality in the forbid- 


deni Fruit; which naturally diforder'd the Blood, and 


ingender'd' Diſcaſcs, or whether” the Death Which was 
conſequent - upon eating, was merely the Fruit of the 
Curſe, is not neceſſary to be determin d; but Man, 

Le. his Body became mortal upon it, and a Seperation 


follows between Soul and Body. Fhe Body thus ſepe- 


rated, becomes the Inhabitant of the Grave, the Houſe 
I am ſpeaking of. This Body which we now feed and 
eloathe with ſo much Care and Art, which we treat as 


tho' it were the better Part, or the whole of Man, and 


deſign'd to be immortaliz d; is no ſooner depriv'd of 
chat Particle of Life, which the Maker of 11 breath d 
into it; but it becomes at once the Inhabi nt of this 


15 Houſe. Thoſe Bodies which now ſhine in the Pride and 
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Beauty 'of Youth, will little more than change. their 
Features; and enter the dark Abode': Like others, they'll 
ſooh become the Inhabitants of the Grave.” . Thoſe. Bodies 
which dc ic Strengen and Activity, when under the 


Arreſts of ſbche eg Biden per = at myſt, When 


. e cothes oñ, boſe their Strength and Ackivity, 
(preſently ſhrifr their“ Lodgings, and! Oe. l 
Gravey'the:common ptael "es 0 


i 220g 161 mitt Ih, 5d 21 ot 20% 1204 56161005 ty 
es Thee edles“ whieh- are tibye” defigbl, 0 "iniſes 
Smisfaction te thofe with whom -they” are #fldciated'?" 1 — 


po To alb that behold them; and now fat di 
the living; will oon become the. 5 


eg «| of the Grave, and n the ie 1 


nourifh'd.; bur 3 : 
2 until they are * done o — Proſe Duſt 
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1 Places 3 fo is the Grave to it's Inhabitant. Man in the 
Hirſt Period of his Exiſtence, has no ſo conſtant Place of, 


h his . and. Ae no! mom derer 


2aps,. they are diſtinguiſh'd from 


ER 
Honour: But in this common Dwelling all the Inhabi- 
tants are upon a level; there the Rich and the Poor 


meet together the Diſtinction of high and low, great 
and ſmall, is quite loſt, ., and all the temporary Diſtine- 
tions, Which Jature ond Providence had made, are 


done away. Death equals the Bodies of Kings, with 


thoſe of Peaſants : 3 Ligonibus equat, the Scep- 


tre and the Spade are undiſtiaguiſn' d. In this view of 


our Bodies, we may well ery. out in the Language of 
Inſpiration, ® All Fleſo is Graſs, and all. the. inn 
. 20 as the, Flewer of. the Find. 40 e e 
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1 paſs to the ſecond, Thing propoſed, .; 512% 3 oil 
our” 4 ſhall ſay e of the Analogy, r Rejems: 


| plance, i ul rag Ties te SRO Ws 2 n 


* 


ee calbd— es 1 | 6k 
1 Our Houſes Ek Ground,” : are 3 


Reſidence, as. the pale Inhabitant of the Grave has in 


it's datk Abode. Men of the moſt ſettled Abode in 
Life, whoſe Houſes are with Propriety call'd their 


Dwelling- Places, move from. Place to Place, impatient 


| of Confinement. Not ſo is it with him that goes down 
to the Grave; he.riſes up no more, for Years and: Ages 


to come. Death has lock'd up all his Senſes; iron Sleen 


Fe. 
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ugeutent . but reſts in his Houſe: 
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12 1 
il the Reſurrection. 


Defence to it's Inhibitants, againſt every ſuch 3 | 


1 4 , 2 . 8 ; 2 
un aa). Aan lieth daun and riſetb not, until the 
vens: br no more. 1. ; Did 5G on eien 
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. Our. Houſes here are our Defence againſt" external 
Injuries 3 fo is the Grave to it's Inhabitant. While we 
live, our Houſes are our Caſtles; there we ' flee from 
the Violence of Men, from the Storm, and from all 
the Injuties of the Weather. So the Grave is à ſure 


Evil. Iempeſts which ſweep off ſtately Buildings, 
lay whole Foteſts waſte, paſs away, and leave the Inhabi- 


tant of the Valley unmoleſted in his dark Abode. There 


alſo hey reſts ſecure from the Violence of Men, nor hears the 
Voice of the Oppteſſor . y died I not from theWomb ? 
ſays Job, for naw /bould I have lien till, and been quiet, I 


ſhould have. ſlept; then bad T been atReftz with Kings and 


Counſellors of the Earth : There the Wicked ceaſe from 


| Tae and there theWeary are atReft : And there they 
Bear nos the Voice of the Oppreſſor. The Body in Part- 


nerſhip with the Soul, before it has enter d this Houſe, 


Fa 


is liable to a thouſand Miſchiefs, which no Lod 


+ 


whence proceed Loſſes and Wounds, and Poverty and 
blaſted Characters. ' Here alſo natural Evil, War,” Peſ” 


_ tilence, Famine, Diſappointment and Pains, and hard 
Severities and Sufferings await us. But from ſuch Miſ- 
Chiefs the Grave is a {ure Nefence—— Malice and Envy 
are, chiefly levell'd againſt the Objects | 
their; pointed ©, Shafts don't | uſually pierce the Gloom 


3 * iN 


Tab > = : 3 : A ihe | * 
A Job xiv. 12, 20. | . 
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n 
on this ſide the Grave can effectually guard a” 
_ Some-arifing from the Malignity of Men, and ſome 
from natural Evils. Here the Wicked ceaſe” not from 


that are preſent,” 


* 2 * 
* * 


eee Wied wo ata 1 
Houſe fer Malice. and Envy, thoſe thouſand-headech 
Reaſty,..40 prey upon P. heren nothing that can-offend; = 
there's nothing to be deſired ; a quiet, unenterprizing, 
harmleſs Inhabitant, and a lowly Cottage. There are 
39. gaudy 'Erappings te tempt ar Eper of Eiivy-; hehe | 
| 95 Joh. I baue madt my Bed in Darknet. This L. Dwel⸗ 

g boaſts no other Furniture, than the Napkin and che 
Shrowd;; ſo the Iahabitant reſts ſacure from the malicious 
and. igvadions; Rye. Neither can natural Evils diſturh 
is: Reſt 2, «thoſe: Evi which mix thealſelves with all 
humane Affairs, aud thoow-out Laſſes and Difappoint- 

ments,, Husger and Thirſt, Poverty and Paing pro- 
miſcuouſly upon Mankind, can na Way affect the Reſt 
and i of him whꝭæ gers down to the — 5 
For, dis there the Weary are ut Reſt, tis there, as in 
oufe, vea as in a ſtnong Fortreſs, ere reſt ders 
u their Beds ang. the Reſurrettion. 10 


. Asour Hauſware-e e e 8 
we retire, when Ni ght comes on; ſo the Grave is the 
Place; to * Inhabitant is confin'd, only during 
che Night Seaſon. As Day is/to the Night, ſo is Life 
to Death. Hence the Tame of Life 4s oft-times call'd a 
Dax, and. Death. as frequently call'd: Night. Ap 
dur Saviour: ſays, Imi wark the Wart of vim that 
Sent. me, / whil/t.14:46 Day, the.Night' cometh when-no Man 
aun word.“ The weary Labourer, when Night ebmes on 
retires to his Houſe ſon Nepbſe. Man goerb ta 
his Labour until: Evening. - The. - Cloſes the 
Sgiſhes- bis Work and. huts. him up within Doors: {6 
rn the Body in . 
Hauſe the Grave, hene) there is n Work to: beldone. 
Abours and — . ee and ha | 


wy 


ul. ro be bowetliag of the Duty and Advantage 
of familiarizing the Thoughts of Death.—It certainly be- 
comes ſuch Creatures as Men to familiarize” Death. 
Thus did Job, when he ſaid, the Grave is mine Houſe, he 
talks of the Grave as one atHome—Yea he was as one 
ſree among the dead, when in our Context he fays to 
Corruption, thou art my Father : to the Worm, thou art 
my Mother, and my Sifter. And as we are in a very lit- 
fle Time to enter upon the State of the Dead, twill pro- 
bably turn to very good Account, to familiarize the 
Thoughts of it to ourſelves. Fiese to take a 
turn among the Graves, is a very good Expedient to 
prepare us for a Lodging there. The Man who allows 
ſelf to think freely and frequently upon Death, muſt 
look upon it to be infinite in it's Conſequence, that ever- 
lafting Happineſs or Mifery will be confequent upon ĩt; 
and alfo that his Happineſs or Miſery, will be very mich 
portioned to his Conduct here. He can't look upon 
c as he does upon the little Changes of Life; but muſt 
look upon it as the greateſt Event, both in it's Nature 
and Conſequence, that will ever happen unto him, and 
be proportionably affected dy it. When he ſees that his 
Luſts and 'Corruptions muſt be mortify*d,” that every 
evil Affection muſt be ſubdued, before he can be in any. 
Capacity for avoiding Hell, or relihing the Enjoy ments 
of Heaven, à certain Paſſage to one of which” Death 
opens to Hm; it will be his daily Prayer and His hearty 
Endeavour to get every Luft 'fobdurd. And when "Ne 
| i ele to com any Sin; he een kin tige fre Ent Views 
of Death zeſti content, uri fle is reriew*d "pain: by Re- 
2 "The Maty who 1 „ * 
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m WP Toes lai 8 his Charaleh: a8 
4. e. as a mortal and accountable Being. Is 
hence his Duty and Advantage to familiarize the Tho'ts 
of Death. This he ſhould remember frequently, chat 
our Original was from the Duſt, and that we are haſtning 
to it again; that we were born to die, and are ebn- 
tinually liable to Death. In Proof of it we may read the 
divine Warrant, and the Monthly Bills of Mortality, or 
turn our Eyes inward, and conſult our on Frame, 


and mark the Decays of Nature. There is not oe 


of us that doubts his on Mortality and yet but very 
few familiarize the Thought. We are ready to put 
far away the evil Day, and think *tis ſoon enough here 
after. .Death | is the Enemy of our Natures, - and we are 
apt to treat it as One we could avoid, by keeping at the 
utmoſt Remove from it. But ſince nothing can ſcreew 
us from it; it were well to familiarize the Thought of 
it's Approach ; to bring near the Proſpects of Death, and 
to endeavour frequently to put ourſelves in the Place of 
the dying Man ; to conceive ourſelves ſtanding upon the 
laſt Borders. of Time, juſt launching, forth into Eternity, 
how eee ſome malignant Diſeaſe; and now. 


engaging the cruel Tyrant; now feeling the Agonies, ; 


the | angs and Struggles of Death; now our 8 
grow feeble, our Eyes dim, and our Breath ſhort; the 
laſt Sands of our Glaſs running, and hut few Moments 
divide us from the eternal World: And: now alas! Life 
- expires, the fatal Blow, is: ſtruck; Coldneſs, Ghaſtlineſs 
and Death, have ſeized upoa every Member, our 
T's lying lifcleſs, and Captives to the King of Ter- 
and however choice and tender we have been of 
„ will p eſently rot and mix with common Earth. 


5 lo! the”: | how. dillodgd from the Bodys: | ar 


Wing, and and flies ſyife, into the World of - unbodied; 
Spirits, and to GOD it's Maker and it's Judge, to re- 
a e * and Sn or an 


” ow —— — — — — — — 


Fs 4 . - - 
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25 


ſimone? £6": endleſs" Torment, Tbas tp: nee 
Death, by endeavouring to realize and bring it near, 
certainly becomes ſuch'Creaturesas we are, who” are cer- 
rainy of ſeircely any Thing but Death. Thus to doy is 
our Duty and Advantage, as tis one of the moſt 
powerful Arguments 2 Man wt uſe with - himſelf, to 
live becoming his Character and Relation, and to do the 
Buſineſs of the Day in the Day. is ſcarcely poſſible, 
for the Man who believes a future State of Rewards and 
| Puniſhments, and the inſeperable Connection which 
there is between Virtue and Reward, Sin and Suffering, 
to ſin freely, whilſt he thinks freely and frequently of 
Death; ſcarcely poſſible for him, to abandon himſelf to 
his: Loſt, and ſin with the full Confent of his Will, 
whilſt- he looks upon himſelf a mortal and accountable 
Being. Moſt certainly the Man that goes freely and 
fully into any known Sin, is fo far from familiarizing the 
Thoughts of Death, and the State which Death uſhers' 
the Soul into; that he either in Heart demes, that Gy 
is any Difference between moral Good and Evil; 
elfe: denies the certain and unakerable Relation and Gage 
nection, which there is on one Hand, between moral aud 
natural Good; and on the other, between moral and 
natural Evil; or elſe diſbelie ves the Being of a God; or 
elſe (which is eventually the fame Thing) denies ſome of 
the Perfections of his Nature ; br elſe as the laſt Retreat, 
he promiſes himſelf Imputity, from the Expectation of 
ceaſing from Rxiſtence, 1 tumbling into notfing 
more tlian Duſt, when Death arreſts bim. Into one or. 
other, or all of theſe unſafe uneomfortable Hidingo- places 4 
an unreſtrain*d- voluntary Courſe of Sin, muſt drive 8 
Sinner. But the familiarizing of Death, has a ha PRG 
Tendency to prevent the Source: of all theſe dee 
and horrid Concluſions; and to make the Man a+ haller 
and better Man, and to fit him for that new and untryd 
State of Exiſtence, to which Death is but a mort Paſſage 
and Introduction. Upoa 
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k F . this Life: ang Then af it, as being what they- 
. —— Lad akne, . weer We - role nag eg 


1 the FRY wb U our. ** 10 our loterecke * 
kee — 196 Minds a freſh Senſe that we are mortal and 
r and to offer. ſo much violence to Nature, 23. 
to uſe ſome Freedom and Familiarity with it's Deſtroyer 
and laſt Enemy, ſaying to the Grave, thou art my Hauſe y\ 
to.Cerruption, and the Worm, my! | Mother, ond 0 verre 


L proceed now to the laſt Thing propos d, vi. 


IV. To apply the foregoing Hints, ——Here 
' iſt. Is = Grave our Mak and the common- — 4 


ling for all the Living? How fooliſh are they who live as 


though they were to live here forever? And this do all 


they who live thoughtleſs of Death, unconcern'd about 
it, and unprepar d — it: Who practically ſay, to Mor- 


row ſhall be as this Day, and much more abundant. 
We muſt remove our Habitation whether we will or no, 
and tho? our Thoughtleſneſs about it, may put off all 
Preparation for it, yet it can't delay the Time of Death's 
Approach. * f the evil Servant. ſay in bis Heart, my - 
Lord delayeth . his. coming. and ſhall begin io beat the- 
Aen. ſervants, and the 7 and ta eat and 
5 1 2 to be. c dramken. phe 0 2 that Sm aw 


f | dell cut 7 in n 
Ml his: e + the, Gals: 


5 to take St. Pauli Direction, o rejayce 2 ra 
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and Advan- 

hn ny rtng 6 1 eee to 4 Ware Lite of Exif: 
tence ; looking upon t he prefent'State, only as aNorſery 
to another, into Which we are Morcly to be tranſptacite: 

| But to Took upon the preſent State of Things, and great 

tas tho* we were altvays to ſtand ih the fame Relation 

thereto, which we now-do z will needs put us upon 4 

very ſilly and dangerous Pad of Action, Pad betray the = 

N Folly. The Fabrick, this World, can't laft al- = 
ways, but mu og Way. to. all-devouring * Time ; the = 

World and the Things of it are paſſing away, and we 

are palling therewith, and that very ſwiftly tod. When 

* tbe Day of the Lord Hall come as a T. bief i in tbe Nigbt, 

the Heavens fhall paſs away with a great Noiſe, and the 

Elements ſball melt with fervent Heat, the Earth Ala 

and the Works that are thirein, ſhall b bürut up. Ses 

ing then 'that all thefe Thing dll be diſſoiv d, what 

Manner 'of Perſons ought ye 10 bt, in all holy. Comverſa- | 

nion and Godlineſs, parts for, and haſtning unto 1b. | 

coming of the Day of God, Ac. Secing, the preſent Frame i 

is not to laſt forever, and efpecially Jenn, whilſt it d. does 

laft; the Grave is by Way of Ettlidence Sur "Houſe, it is 

the extreameſt Fa to n as =. we were to live 

forever, | | 11 * N 
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Time, as "We or They are got hp Us. +; Brag we 4 at 
* our great Infelicity #9 2 Ourſelyes and our Friends * ou 
- at'Home, whilft we are Join'd to the Number. of. the... "i 
* Living, and Are rejoycing toe! er in the World. 5 The. | 5 | 
of Miltake is great and very unhappy. -: P r hence it comes. | 
3 70 paſs, That: we ate flirpriz'@ ahd- gverwhel 
In ief, . — to in | FORD che e 
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1 Fe eee eee 
| i _ J * 221 3 
„ >. 15 che e our Holte? is it C 0 7 Home 
10 We may learn what Sort of Treatment is due to the 
Fil crazy. Houſes, the clay Tabernacles, which we carry: 
With about with us. Our Bodies, which are to be the In- 
| ift habitants of the G. rave, are here: called our Houſes. . But 
| | - fince the Grave, by Way of Eminence i 1s. calld our Houſe, 


| | _ our. preſent. due is of mort Continuance, and ſo nat. 
Mit! to be the Obje&t. of out. firſt and chief Concern. 'Fis 


EM. --: only to he Kept, decent and tenentable; the. Breaches to 

1 Pd, anda Prop put underneath here and there, 
| (8 Pr, Pre, . 178005 tumbling, down. But little to 
| | 4 ed. Up 0, 15 * of, it APO 8 ang 
Fi . „ EI 4 nee 
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